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PREAMBLE AND BILL OF RIGHTS

L

L : mReadmg-”January 28tn 1879 —

1

~erim

PRI AMBLE- AND _DEGEARATIO}T. OF. RIGHTS..
PREAMBLE. | _ B
We, the. People of the State of Oallfornla, gr ateful to Allnlghty (:rod for

our f1eedom, 1n order to secure and pelpetuate its blessmgs, do. establlsh this

IR KRTICLE T.
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

SeérioN 1. All men are b) nature free and 1ndependent and ha,ve cer-

oy AP

and llberty; e,cqmrm ,pesseqsmg and ploteetmg pmpeﬂ:) ; and pursumﬂ and

s
- g St

A SV
i, apdi e

obtfunmg ing safety- and happme%s

¥

SDC 2. :%ﬁpohhcal power is inherent in the people Groverrtmen't —

instituted f01 the plote(,tlon, security and beneﬁt of the people, and thes ha,ve

" the rlght,to_al-ter - or_teform the “same whengver the pubhc good may 1eqalre it. -

c//
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SEG 4. The free exerelse and en]oyment of 1(,11g10us plofeqsmn and

Worslup, Wlthout dls(,ummahon or pleferenee, shall f01ever “be guaranteed in-

this State and 10 pubon sinll be 1endued meompetent to beoa w1tness or JllI'OI'
: 1—& = o
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on account of his opmlons on. matters of rellglous“ belief'; but the llberty of con-

sclence heleby secured shall not the 8o construed as to excuse acts of licentious-

ness, or justify practlces* 1ncons1stent-.W1th the peace'or: safety of this State.’ . '.f_.__

' SEC. 5_. ';[_‘he pr1v1lege of the writ of habeas corpus shall.-not_ be suspended
'- u,n_les'svrhen, in cases of rebellion or inv.asion', the nublic safety may ‘requi-re its
suspensmn | | . ‘. - e ._ I' _
SEC.” 6. All persons shall' be bailable by sufficient suretles, unless for | L | £

- capital offenses when the proof is evident or the .presumptlon great : E'xcesswe -. o

" Vil shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed ; nor shall cruel or unu-

sual pumshments "be inflicted. Wltnesses shall not be unreasonably detamed '
207 .
-g;:conﬁned in any room Where ‘¢riminals are actually 1mp11soned
SEC 7. The rlght of trial by Jury shall be secured to all and remain
inv1olate but in civil actlons three-fourths of the July may render a verdlct g
A trial by Jury may be Walved in all cr1n11na1 cases not amountlng to felony' by o . ' :
the consent of both partles/n open Court m)and in clv11 ﬁﬁe& by the .'
consent of the partles, s1gn1ﬁed in .such manner as may be prescrlbed by law. . . . D
>, - e lovt) o o B
In eivil w&, and cases of mlsdemeanor, the Jury may cons1st of any number - L
* less than twelve the partles may agree uq:m: in open Court.
BRI T SEC.- 8 Oﬂ'enses heletofore lequlred to be prosecuted by 1ndlctment

et

shall be prosecuted by Mmfmmatlon, after Wﬁ]d '
| ﬂ% Ma glstrategjm;;ﬁ%r(gsbcr?bg gfﬁaﬁ%@ﬁﬁ #jﬁﬁ"ﬁ&ﬁ %’( KI”W‘-
.shall be drawn and summoned at least once a year in each countv - - ' 2 e
SEG 9. Evers7 cltlzen lnay fl eely speak erte, -ahd pubhsh hls sentl--. | L
- ‘ _. ' : .ments on all subjects, belng respons1ble for the abuse of that right; and no law . _ ) '_ -
o shall be passed to restram or abridge the hberty of speech or of the press. In | |

all criminal prosecutions for libels, the truth may be glven in evd 1dence to the _

jury; and if it shall appear to'the jury that the matter charged as 11belous ¥ true, .

' and was p'u'blls_h'ed with good ‘motives and for Justlnable ends, the party shall be.
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acqmtted and the Jury shall ‘have the r1ght to' determme the la.w and the, fact

-

3 Indlctments found or 1nformat10n lald for publlcatlons in newspapers shall:be ,./ -
tr1ed im the county Where such: ,newspapers* have thelrrpubllcatlon ofﬁce, or.in,. |
the county where the party alleged tobe l1beled reuded at the time of the alleged
publlcatmn, unless the place of trlal shall be’ changed for good cause._

SEG 10. The people shall have the right to freely . assemble together t0..
consult.for the common good, to. mstruct_ their ‘Representatives, and _to~pet1t1_on
the: Le'gis\leture for redress of _grieyances. LS |_-':f~--.:'--=- S

 8Ee. 1. All laws of a general nature shall ha'Jve a uni-form operation. . :

' SEC 12.. The mllltary sha,ll be subordlna.te to the civil power.. No stand-

1ng army shall be kept up by th1s State in time of peace, and no soldler ghall, in.

: tlme of peace, be quartered in any house w1thout the consent of the owner ; nor
in time of Wa.r, except in the mannertohe prescnbed by law. .

') L : SEC. 13 "In criminal - plosecutlons, in any Oourt Whatever, the party

- _ ’ ~ accused shall ha.ve the rlght. to a speedy and pnbll_c trial; to.haveé the process

of the Gonrt,to-c_oinpel th_e— a.ttendé,-nce of ,'Wia.tnesses in his_behalf; and to:appear
and defvn(l in person and with counsel. No pe'rson shall be twice put in.jeop-
a.rdy f01 the same oﬂ'ense nor be-: compelled in any crlmlnal case, t0. be a wit-;
" 1ess a,gamst hunself, nor be deprlved of. llfe, llberty or property, Wlthout due
. process. of la,W The Leglslature shall have power to prov1de for the takmg, in.
the presence of ‘the _party accused and his cnunsel of depos1t10ns of Wltnesses-
in criminal cases, other.than cases:of hom1c1de, when there is reason to belleve_.
that the Wltness, from--;pa,hlllty or- other causejs Wlll not attend at the trial.
> I o , o SEC 14. - Private property shall not,'; be taken o_r' damaged for public use R
| - ) Wi_thont just"compensati’on.'haying been first made to}lor' peid into Gourg_fc_rj_the : / d / i / /
‘;, . ' owner, and no right.of -way" shall he epp_ropriete'd to' the use of a;ny',corpcratlon . |

other than m unicipal until full compensation therefor be first’ made in-money .

e

or ascerfained. and paid into Court for _t_he‘ owner, irrespective of. any.beneﬁ:t_-.




; and thlngs to be selzed

PR from -_ny 1mp1 ovement p1 oposed bv such_om poratlon, Whleh compensa,tlon shall

A

Court of 1ecord as shall be. prescrlbed by laW

i b’ ascertalned by a .]ul'y, unless a; Jury be Walved as_-m other clvﬂ cases in a T

SEG 15 No person’ shall be 1mpr1soned for debt in any clv11 actlon, on

/

except: in cases of Wllful 1nJu1y to pelson or plopeltv and no pe1son shall be '

1mp11soned f01 a mllltla ﬁne in t1me of peace

SEC 16 No bill of attamder, ex post faoto la.W, _or: law- nnpanmg the

obllgatlon of. contracts shall ever be passed

S-EC 17 Forelgners of the whlte 1ace 01 of Afrloa,n descent ehglble to e

-

become 01t1/ens ‘of the Unlted States unde1 the natumh)atmn ]a.wsI theleof

-~

while bona, ﬁde residents of this Stadte, shall have the same rlghts in respeet to:

? / W pFrereh
possessmn, enJoylllent and 1nher1ta,nce~of p1 opelty a8 ndtlve born citizens.’

SEC 18 N(,lther sla.velv nor 1nvolunta1 Y serv1tude, unless for the pun-

ishment of orlme, shall ever be tole1 ated in. thls State

SFC 19. The rlght of “the- people to be secule 1n then persons, houses,

1

papels, a,nd eﬂ'eots, agalnst umeasonable sellules and seamhes, shall not be"--'

Vlolated and no- Warlant shall lssue, but on p1 obable cause, suppmted by oath;

. (3
LR

SEG 20 Troason agaunst the State shall cons1st only in- levymg war _j‘..:

& o

f-.x'.

sawme overt act or- confessmn in open Court

§D0 21. “No speclal pr1v1leges or 1n|mumt1es shall ever be granted Whlch‘ . T
may not be altered, revoked, 01 repealed by the Leglslature, n01 shiall any clt—"

izen, or class of cltlrens, be granted p11v1leges or 1mmumt1es Whloh upon the'"

same terms, Sh&ﬂ not be-granted to all eltlzens B ". R

e

' mesne 01 ﬁnal plocess, unless in oases of fla,ud nor in 01v11 actlons f01 t01ts,-_..'."'

or aﬁirmatlon, partlculmly desm 1b1ng the pldce to be sealohed and the pe1 sons_f_-

: aga,mst 1t adhermg to 1ts enemles, ‘or glvmg them ald:ur comfmt “No. person S

;_sha,ll be oonvmted of tlectson unless on the ev1denoe of two Wltnesses to. the T




_ = _ . ; o
SEG 22 The prov151ons of thls OOnstltutlon are ma.ndatory and pro-.-.
h1b1tory, unless by express Words they are deola.led to be otherwrse ; ';1-“,,
bEC 23. Thls enumera.tron of rlghts sha.ll not be oonstrued to impair or S
deny others retalned by the people fede Bl _;--__ |
' bEO 24 No property qua.llﬁcatlon shall ever be reqmred for any person
to vote or hold oﬂioe - ' =
-l - e - 2:—-73_’ ‘ - . T e ° . g
o -- S L
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 EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. |

ended 1n Conventlon and\@rdered__.Engressed* for™ ar-Second . -
 Reating; Jamiary 29th,” ToTor—— - \ e

SR ARTIOLE X —_—
EXEGUTIVE DEPARTMENT
| SECTION 1. ~ The supreue. execut1ve power of thls State shall be vestedh; RS IR,

Jn: a 0h1ef M&gISfI'ate, Who Slldll be stvled the Grovernor of the State of Cah' o

fornla

SEG 2 The Governor shall be elected by the quallﬁed electors at the_" _ e

tlme and plaoes of voting for members of the Assembly, and shall hold his
o il e .
IR ofﬁce four years from and a.fter the Monday afte1 the ﬁrst C'Emdq:m Janunary .
l o : ‘ | | subsequent to his election, and untll h1s suocessm is elected a.nd quallﬁed '
. SEC 3 No person shall be e11g1ble to the oﬂice of Governor who' has .
| . :not been a c1t17en of the Umted States and a resident of thls State ﬁve years S
next precedlng i:!:e electlon, and a,ttalned the age of twenty—ﬁve years at the
. _. . o t1me of/g/zaielectlon | S | |
SEG 4. The returns of every eleotmn for Governor shall be sealed up."
and tran;mltted to .the seat of government dlrected to the Speaker of the
Assembly, who sha,ll durmg the first Week of the sessmn, open and pubhsh :
them in the presence of both Houses of the Leglslature "The person havmg_'_f. :: . ;
the hlghest numbe1 of votes shall be G‘rovernor but in case any two -or moreii -

have an equal and the 111ghest number ‘of votes, the Leg1slature shall by Jomt -

TR - =" vote of both Houses, choose one of aad persons so havmg an equal and the. -

p

hlghest number of votes for Governor
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. QLC 5 The Governor shall e Oommandel in- Ohlef of the 1n111tu, the_

'alm);, and navy of: thls State "; CoorE o ;’ '_

1.

SEG 6. He shall transact all executlve buslness Wlth the oﬁ’icers of gov-" S

-ernment 01v11 and militar y, and may 1equ1re 1nformat10n, 1n W11t1ng, flom the-'

oﬁicers of ’rhe _executive: department upon any subJect relatmg to the dutles of

the11 reSPectwe offices. = i o

SDG 7. He shall see that the laws are- fa,lthfully executed

h et f

Seo. 8. When any -office, shall from; any cause, become Vacant and no:li._

‘mode-is prov1ded by the Oonstltutlon and law for ﬁlllng such vacancy, the Gov—'

ern01 sha.ll have power:to fill such vacancy . by, g1ant1ng @ comm1ss1on, Whlch:_

shall explre Lab the end of the: next session of the- Leglslatule, or at the next.'_

1

election by the people.

- 8EC, 9. He may, on extraordinary occas10ns, convene the Leglslature by N

proclarnation, stating the purposes for Whlch ‘he--has: conv. ened: ity and When 80

convened it- shall ha.ve no..power. to leglslate on any: subJects other than ‘those,

- -

speclﬁed in the’ proclamatlon, ‘but ma,y p10v1de for- the expenses of the gession, -

- and other matters 1ncldenta,1 thereto.:

Seo. 10. He shall. communlcate by message to the Leglslature, a,t every

) session, the condition of ‘the’ State, and recommend such metters as he shall -

\

- deem expedlent

“SEo. 11 In case of 2 dlsagreement between the two Houses Wlth respect

to the tlme of- adJoulnment the Grovernor sha]l h.we power to adgourn the Leg-

__1slatu1e to such time as he ‘may thlnk ploper promded it be not beyond the

tnne fixed for the méeting . of the next Leglslature

SDG 12,7 . No person shall, while holdlng .my ofﬁce undel the Unlted

States -or th1s State, exercise the office. of Governor except as - heremafter :

_expressly prov1ded Co e

SDC 13. There shall be a seal of - this State, which shall be kept bv the -




- Governor, and, uée‘d by him' officially; and shall be.called “The Great Seal of the

State of Oa,hfornla no R T ' o S .;' ‘
. Sec. 14. :All grants-and commlssmns shall be in the name and by the

| authorltv of The People of the State of Oallforma, ‘sealed with the great seal of

. the State, signed by the Governor, and counterSIgned by the. Secretmy of State

2> EC. 15. A Lieutenant-Governor shall be elected at the same time and
pla,ces, and. in the same manner,as the Grovernm ; a’,nd hls term of ofﬁce and his
quallﬁcatlons of eligibility shall also be the same. ]—Ie shall be Pre81dent of the
Sena.te, but shall é’;:hm a castlng vote therein, - If, durmg :} vacancy of the
_. oﬂice of Grovel nor, the Lleutena,nt-Govel nor shall be 11npeached dlsplaced
res1gn, die, or become - 1ncapab1e of performlng tI}e duties of his office, or be
-absent from the State, the Pres1dent%1 f the Sena,te shall act: as. Governor _
until - the vaca,ncy be filled. or the dlsablhty ghall’ cease The.Lleutena-nt-Gov.-
ernor, shall ‘be dlsquahﬁed from holding: any other office, except as specla.lly pro-
vided in this Constltutlon, during . the term for which he shall have been elected.

" SEc. 16. .In case of the- 1mpeaehment of the- Grovelnor, or his remoyal

flom office, death, inability t to discharge the powels and duties of the sald office, -

‘ res1gnat10n, or absence from' the State, the powers and duties of the office shall -

devolve upon the. Lmutenant—Governm for the residue: of the term, or until the
dlsablllty shall cease. But -when the G‘rovernor shall with - the consent of the,
Legmla;ture, 'be .out of the State in time of War, at the head of any military
force thereof he sha.ll continue Commandel in-Chief"of all the militar y force
-*:ﬂf-the--State. | |

[

:SD'G 17~ A -S‘ecrfetary of State, a Controller, a Treasurer, an Attorn-ey-

: Genel al, and -a Sulveyor-(u‘reneral shall be elected at the same time and. places,

k2

~ &¥and in the same manner as the Governor and Lleutenant-Grovernor, and Whﬁse

thot 4 . . :
tel;mgof office sha,ll'.be..-th_e same asﬁthe vérnor. o o
y o0 :

SEc. 18 The Secretary ‘on i_State'ghall.'keep_ a. cox;rect record . of __the_




o 1ass1gned h1m by la,W

*Senator to the Senate:of the United States.

P

RV

| ofﬁolal acts of the leglsla.tlve and exeeutlve departments of the government .
} .a,nd shall When requued lay the same, and all matters rela,tlve thereto, before

e1the1 braneh of the Leglslature, and sha.ll perform sueh othe1 dutles as may be R

Bk SEC 19. The Governor, Lleutenant-Governor, Seoretary of State, 00n— -_:
‘troller, Treasurer, Attorney-General and Surveyor—General shall ﬁ at :
.stated t1mes durmg the1r contmua,noe 1n oﬂice, reeelve for- the1r serv1ees a-
compensatlon which shall not be 1ncreased or’ dnnlnlshed durmg the term for.-'-
“which they shall have been elected Whloh compensatron 1s -hereby ﬁxed for the':

followmg oﬁicers for the two terms next ensulng the adoptlon of thls COnstltu—:'." o

) "tlon, as follows : Governor, six thousand dollars per annum 3 Lleutenant- Tl

Governor, the- same per dlem ‘a8 ma,y be- prov1ded by law for the Speaker ot

| .-the ;Assembly, to be allowed’ only durmg the sess1on of the Leg1slature “thié

-Secretary of State, OOntloller, Treasurer, Attorney—Genelal and Surveyor- N

e

General three thousand dollars ea,ch per- annum,za:td: eompensatlon to be in full, L
for all gervices by them respectlvely rendered in any oﬁicla.l eapaclty or- employ- '

ment Wha.tsoever during their respeetlve terms of oﬂioe, p'romded hofwe'vefr, that :

the’ Legislature, after the explratlon of- the terms herembefore mentloned .may

'_ by law d1m1n1sh the compensatmn of - any or all of m oﬁieers, but in no case

A

shiall have the power to 1norea.se the same above “the: sums hereby ﬁxed by this

'Oonstltutlon No salary shall be authorlzed by laW for elerlcal serv1ee., 1n any '

\

office prov1ded for in th1s artlcle, exeeedmg s1xteen hundred dollars per annum :

. for. each elerk employed The Leglsla,ture may, in 1ts dlseretlon, abolish the

office of qurveyor-Genera.l a,nd none of-thé ofﬁeers he1e1nbefo1e named shall

receive. for their own use a.ny fees or perqu1s1tes for the performa.noe of any' '

-t

official duty

SEG 20. The Governor shall not durlng his term. of oﬂice, be eleoted ;Y

é\

w

Ry -




PARDONING POWER.

As "Amend“'d\m Conventlon and Ordeyd/E’f@Te?se&’ for a. Seeond

W uary7~29ﬂr“1879 =

/

¢ ARTIOLE —. -

SecrroN 1. The Governor shall have the power to grant reprieves, par-

-dons, and commutatlons of sentence, after conv1ct10n, for all offenses except

treason and cases of impeachment, upon such conditions, and w1th such restric- .
tions and limitations, as he may think proper, subject to-such regulatlons as may_
be provided by law relative to.the manner of applying for pardons.. Upon con-

viction for treason, the G.O’VGI'HOI’ shall have power to suspend the execution of

'the sentence until the case shall be reported to the Legislature, at its next meet-

' 111g, ‘when the Leglslatule shall either pardon, direct the execution of the sen-

' tence, or grant a further reprieve. The Governor shall communicate’ to the

hgs - o
TRl
.

Legislature, at the beginning of every session, every case of repueve or pardon
gr anted statlng the name of the eonvmt the crime of Whlch he Wa,s conviéted,

the sentence, sad its date, the da,te of the pardon M-reprleve, and the reasons
for granting. the same. --Neither the Grovern01 nor the Leglslature shall ha,ve.
power to grant pardons, or commutations of sentence, in any case Whele the.

.. convict has been twice convmted of felony, unless upon the written recommen-

"dation of a majority of the Judgés of -the Supreme Court.
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MILITIA.

A?A:ﬁéﬁfﬁd 1n\Convent10n and Ordered/Engrossed for a Second -
Readlng/ February\ist 18179.

g—_

ARTIOLE —. .- . .=~ -,
TN o

MILITIA' . N

.
~

Seortok 1. The Legislature shall pr0v1de, by law, for organizing and -

N\~

dlsclphnmg the mllltla, in such manner as @ may deem expedient, not incom- .

patible with the 00nst1tut10n and laws of the United States Ofﬁcers of the |
militia shall be elected or appomted in such manner as the Leglslature shall -

from time to time dlrect, and shall be commissioned by the Governor. ‘The Gov-

-~ ernor shall have power to call forth the militia to execute the Iaws of the State,

to suppress msurrectlons, and repel i 1nvasmns .

SEG 2 All m111ta1-y orgamzatlons provided for by thls Oonstltutlon, or.’

any law of this State, and receiving State support, shall, while under arms

either for ceremony or, duty, carry.no de.vice, banner, or ﬂag of any State 01;'_

¥y

nation, except that of the United States or the State of Ca_ﬁfbrnia.







As ™Ameded=in nvent o, anﬁmredﬁﬁw
- . . 4o 4070 -
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- ARTIOLE —. . ~
CHINESE. '
SECTIO\* 1. The Leglslatme shall prescrlbe neceesary regulatlons for the
protectlon of the State, and the countles, cltles, and towns thereof, from the bur-
dens and evils a.rlsmg flom the presence of aliens, who ale or wke may become

vagrants, paupers, mendicants, crlmmals, or invalids afticted with contagious. or

_infectious diseases, andzg?l_-?i'e‘ns otherwise dangerous: or detrimental ‘to the well-

being or peace of‘ the State, and to impose conditions upon which sueli persons

may res1de in the State, and to prov1de the means and mode of thelr removal
from the State upon failure or refusal to comply with such condltlons, pfromded
that nothlng contamed in, % shall be construed. to i 1mpalr or limit the

power of the Legislature to pass such p'ohce'la,ws or other 'regulatlon-s as it may

deem necessary.

Sec. 2. No corpordtlon now ex1st1ng or r hereafter formed under the laws
T
of this State, shall, after the adoption. of this Constltutlon, employ, dlrectly or

" indirectly, in any ea,pacity, any Chinese or Mongolien. The Legislature shall

pass.such laws as may be necessary to enforce this provision.

'SEc. 3. No Ohlnese shall be employed on anv State, county, mumclpal

\

or other pubhe W01k except in pumshment for@aqg Omw _
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o nveyance, or lea.se of 1eal propelty to any such ahens shall be voi‘d\

- States sha,ll be permltted to settle in thls State a,fter the adoptlon of this Con- 3

SEC 4 No pc1son w[ho is not e11g1b1e to, become 2 cltllen ‘of Ath/eUmted

stltutlon

own, or hold any real property in thls % ate and all contracts-’ "

rf’ (C,-_él/ SWThe presence of *forelgnels 1ne11g1b1e to become citizens of the

. ) .1ted in thls Std,te, dnd{all contracts for coohe labor uﬁﬂa&&vmd All com- - .

{

o

o and the Leglsldture shall dlsoourage thelr 1mm1gra.t10n by -all the Mméans w1th1n'

.Unlted States is declared haﬁa. to be dangerous to the well—bemg of the. State,

auc(

- ﬁ"/ .
its power Asmtlc _ollelsm, hua:g-.a, form of huma,n sla.very, is fo1 ever prohlb-‘

' panles or corporatlons, Whether formed 1n this eountrsr or any forelgn country,'

;«w1thou

l

: f01 the 1mp0rta,t10n of such labor, shall be subJect to_such penaltles as the Leg—-‘ : o

islature may prescrlbe The Leglslatme shall delegate: all ; necessary power to ‘

.the 1ncorpora,ted cltles and towns of. this- State for the removal of Ohlnese' )

K

t,,_the Jimits of . such cltles and towns, or thelr locatlon within: prescrlbed-

p01t10ns of: those 11m1ts, and 1t shall also prov1de the necessary leglslatlon to

-ar-

‘prohibit ‘the 1nt10dnct10n into thls State of. Ohmese after the. adoptlon of thls '

34 s-j

Q\Constltutlon Thls sectlon sha]l be enf01 ced by appropl jate leglslatlon

N

) A
e

e s 2o
oA

s et




